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Title 33
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

Part IX.  Water Quality Regulations

Chapter 7.  Effluent Standards
§708.  Exploration for and Production of Oil and Natural Gas

* * *

[See Prior Text in A-C.2.a.iii]

iv.  There shall be no discharge of produced water to
freshwater swamp or freshwater marsh areas or to natural or manmade water bodies
bounded by freshwater swamp or freshwater marsh vegetation unless the discharge
has been specifically authorized identified in accordance with an approved schedule for
discharge termination, or the discharge has been authorized by a valid LWDPS permit
reflecting a discharge directed to a major deltaic pass of the Mississippi River or to the
Atchafalaya River, including Wax Lake Outlet, below Morgan City and  the discharge
complies with all applicable portions of Subsection C.2.e of this Section.

* * *
[See Prior Text in C.2.a.v]

b. Intermediate, Brackish, and Saline Water Areas Inland of the
Territorial Seas

i.  All produced water discharges must be specifically
identified in a valid individual or general LWDPS permit or order and must comply with
all applicable portions of Subsection C.2.f of this Section.

* * *

[See Prior Text in C.2.b.ii-d]

e.  Discharge of Produced Water Into Freshwater Areas After
January 1, 1997

i.  In light of LPDES general permit LAG290000 and the
“Final Effluent Limitations Guidelines and Standards for the Coastal Subcategory of the
Oil and Gas Extraction Point Source Category,” published December 16, 1996, and
effective January 14, 1997 (the federal guidelines), facilities that discharge produced
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water as authorized in a valid LWDPS permit as of July 1, 1996, shall cease the
discharge of produced water by July 1, 1997, unless the continued discharge is
specifically identified in an order.

ii.  Each facility desiring to continue to discharge produced
water after July 1, 1997,  shall submit to the department, no later than May 1, 1997, a
schedule to:

(a). accomplish reinjection of the produced water as
expeditiously as possible, or 

(b).  return their produced water which originated
seaward of the coastal areas identified in Subsection C.2.e.iv.(a) of this Section to
those areas of origin.

iii.  In addition to the schedule required in Subsection
C.2.e.ii of this Section, the submittal shall include, at a minimum, a certification by the
facility operator of all of the following:

(a).  surface discharge of produced water is the only
immediately available alternative;

(b).   the produced water discharge elimination
schedule is limited in term to the period necessary to provide an alternate waste-
handling method;

(c).  the discharge of produced water has not been
eliminated pending the installation of injection systems or returning it to its area of
origin  (seaward of the coastal areas identified in Subsection C.2.e.iv.(a) of this
Section);

(d).   the discharge will not cause a violation of water
quality standards in the receiving waters; and

(e).  the discharge was previously permitted.

iv.  Discharges of produced water pursuant to this rule shall
not extend beyond the date upon which the produced water discharge can reasonably
be eliminated.  In no event shall a discharge of produced water to a major deltaic pass
of the Mississippi River or to the Atchafalaya River, including Wax Lake Outlet, below
Morgan City, continue:
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(a).  beyond January 1, 1999, for produced water
generated in coastal areas as defined in 40 CFR part 435.41(e); 

(b).  beyond January 1, 2000, for produced water
generated  seaward of coastal areas identified in Subsection C.2.e.iv.(a) of this
Section;  or

(c).   beyond January 1, 2000, for facilities that
discharge produced water generated in any combination of areas described in
Subsection C.2.e.iv.(a) and (b) of this Section.

v.  There shall be no discharge of produced water to a major
deltaic pass of the Mississippi River or to the Atchafalaya River, including Wax Lake
Outlet, below Morgan City, after January 1, 2000.

f.  Discharge of Produced Water Into Intermediate, Brackish, and
Saline Water Areas Inland of the Territorial Seas After January 1, 1997

i.  Notwithstanding the absolute deadline of Subsection
C.2.b.v.(b) of this Section and in light of the federal guidelines, facilities previously
authorized by valid LWDPS permits as of July 1, 1996, to discharge produced water
under Subsection C.2.b.iv of this Section, pursuant to an approved compliance
schedule shall:

(a). cease the discharge of produced water by
February 14, 1997; or

(b).  submit a revised schedule to accomplish
injection of the produced water as expeditiously as possible.  This schedule shall be
received by the department on or before February 14, 1997.  Submission of a schedule
is not a defense to an enforcement action for a facility’s failure to adhere to the terms
and conditions of its permit or prior compliance schedule.  In addition to the schedule
submission, a certification must be submitted by the facility operator which includes the
requirements of Subsection C.2.e.iii of this Section.  No compliance schedules in an
enforcement order shall extend beyond the minimum time demonstrated necessary for
elimination of the discharge and in no case beyond January 1, 1999.

ii.    All terms, conditions, limitations, and requirements of
the most recent LPDES permit or compliance schedule or order identifying a produced
water discharge shall continue in full force and effect unless the department provides
otherwise in writing.  A schedule  to discharge produced water after July 1, 1997, is
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solely  within the department’s enforcement discretion and shall be granted only
through a compliance order.

iii.  There shall be no discharge of produced water to natural
or man-made water bodies located in intermediate, brackish, or saline marsh areas
after January 1, 1999.

[See Prior Text in C.3-5.f]

AUTHORITY NOTE:  Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 30:2001 et seq., and
in particular Section 2074(B).

HISTORICAL NOTE:  Promulgated by the Department of Environmental Quality,
Office of Water Resources, LR 15:261 (April 1989), amended LR 17:263 (March 1991),
LR


